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private trades, and he is considered Master of one
line of trade who was the first to discover it. The
children [156] share the rights of their parents in
this respect, as do those who bear the same name;
no one goes into it without permission, which is given
only in consideration of presents; he associates with
him as many or as few as he wishes. If he hasa
good supply of merchandise, it is to his advantage to
divide it with few companions, for thus he secures
all that he desires, in the Country; it is in this that
most of their riches consist. But if any one should
be bold enough to engage in a trade without permis-
sion from him who is Master, he may do a good busi-
ness in secret and concealment; but, if he is sur-
prised by the way, he will not be better treated than
a thief,—he will only carry back his body to his
house, or else he must be well accompanied. If he
returns with his baggage safe, there will be some
complaint about it, but no further prosecution.

Even in wars, where confusion often reigns, they
do not fail to keep some order. They never under-
take them without reason; and the commonest rea-
son for their taking arms is when some Nation refuses
to give satisfaction for the death of some one, and to
[157] furnish the presents required by the agreements
made between them; they take this refusal as an act
of hostility, and the whole country espouses the quar-
rel; in particular, the relatives of the dead man con-
sider themselves obliged in honor to resent it, and
raise a force to attack them. I am not speaking of
the leadership they display in their wars, and of
their military discipline; that comes better from
Monsieur de Champlain, who is personally acquainted
with it, having held command among them. More-



